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Selection of Equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta  
A submission from the President 

CURRENT COUNCIL POSITION 

Council Minutes, June 2004 

Council noted the submissions on the selection of equipment for the Olympic 
Regatta 2008 and considered the corresponding recommendations from the 
Events Committee and the Sailing Committee 

Decision 

(i) On a proposal by Jeff Martin (Representative for the ISAF Classes), 
seconded by Ross Robson (Group Q – Africa South of the Sahara), 
Council approved the amended recommendation from the Events 
Committee to accept the following list of possible equipment: 

Event Choice 

Multihull O - Hobie 16 (M34) or Tornado (M33) 

Keelboat W - Soling (M31) or Yngling (M32) 

Keelboat M - Soling (M31) or Star (M30) or Yngling (M29) 

D/H Dinghy O - 49er (M27) or Snipe (M24) 

D/H Dinghy W - 470 (M25) or 49er (M27) or Snipe (M26,M28,M35) or 49er (M27) 

D/H Dinghy M - 470 (M25) or 49er (M27) / Snipe (M23,M26,M35) [whichever loses 
vote 4] 

S/H Dinghy M - Finn (M06) or Laser (M07,M16,M36,M37,M38)   
Whichever is not selected is the only option in vote 8  

S/H Dinghy O - Finn (M10) or Laser (M09) 

S/H Dinghy W - Byte (M21) or Europe (M12, M13) or Flash (M20) or Laser Radial 
(M11,M14,M15,M16,M17,M18,M19,M35,M37,M38) or Zoom8 (M22) 

Windsurfer M - Hybrid (M04) or Mistral (M01,M02,M03,M36,M37) or Mistral 
Derivative (M01,M03) or (M05) 

Windsurfer F - Hybrid (M04) or Mistral (M01,M02,M03,M36,M37) or Mistral 
Derivative (M01,M03) or outcome windsurfing equipment evaluation 
trials (M05) 

NB: the codes in brackets relate to the submission numbers. 
Council also noted that the Events Committee have appointed a joint working 
party with the Sailing Committee to produce the evaluation report of the 
equipment choices for November 2004. 

In addition, Council noted the recommendation from the Events Committee 
on the voting procedure to be adopted in November 2004. 
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Decision 

(ii) On a proposal by Oleg Ilyin (alternate for Group H – Euro-Asian), 
seconded by Dierk Thomsen (Group B – Central Europe), Council 
approved the following voting procedure for the selection of equipment 
in November 2004: 

a. Each vote shall be between the equipment listed for each event. 

b. All equipment chosen shall have a 50% majority.  Where there is 
not a 50% majority, the equipment with the least votes shall drop off 
the list and voting will continue until the majority is reached. 

(34 members voted for the proposal, 1 abstained) 

ORIGINAL SUBMISSION 
REPORTING COMMITTEE – EVENTS 
OTHER COMMITTEES – SAILING 

Proposal 

That the Byte Class International Association be included in the list of possible Equipment for the 
2008 Olympic Games as per Regulation 16.1.1 (c).  Consideration is sought for use as the 
Equipment for the female single-handed event. 

Current Position  

[None given] 

Reasons 

The Class, with the assistance of the boat’s designer and its manufacturers, has been pursuing 
the development of an entirely new rig concept for the Byte for nearly two years.  The intent has 
been to broaden the weight range of sailor capable of handling the boat in heavy air while, at the 
same time, attempting to improve its light air performance at no sacrifice to the heavy air 
performance.  Furthermore, all existing Bytes would have to be able to convert to this rig with only 
a change in mast and sail as the boat, fittings, all control systems, foils and boom would remain 
unchanged.  Mast and sails would have to be absolutely one-design. 

The full record of the development is extensively and graphically covered, in detail, on the Byte 
Class International Website, www.byteclass.org 

No single hander today addresses the real spectrum of female weight in sailing.  The CII 
development was an attempt to lower the weight of sailor capable of handling the boat in heavier 
winds above 15 knots, taking it down into the 53 to 55 kg range.  This has been demonstrably 
achieved yet the boat has been kept competitive for the 65 to 70 kg sailor. 

This could only be accomplished with a type of rig that is not to be found on ANY unstayed single 
hander sailing today, the Byte included.  

The offshoot of this has been an extraordinary increase in the light air performance of the boat 
and this is of particular interest to those owners who do their midweek club sailing in Portsmouth 
Handicap racing.  The Byte is usually the lowest handicap and smallest sail on the line and is 
engulfed at the start.  The new area of the CII sail is increased to approximately the same as the 
Europe but the Byte boom is higher off the water and the centre of effort of the sail is again higher 
because of the elliptical roach.  For this reason, the light air performance is not surprising.  In 5 
knots, the CII is approximately 4 to 5 boat lengths per minute faster than the standard Byte, 
putting it at a performance level equal to, or above, the Europe and the Radial.  



  

 Page 3 of 3 Last updated: 30 June 2004 

The rig in use today on the Finn, OK, Europe, Laser, Laser Radial, and the Byte is a 50-year-old 
concept.  The sails are, essentially, triangular sails supported on masts with an even bend.  The 
leeches are too small to generate the pressure required to open them and the masts are too stiff 
to assist in this action of de-powering.  For many, like the Laser and the Byte itself, the mast 
MUST be bent to flatten the sail in order to de-power it and this can only be done with the 
mainsheet, or vang, using tension in the leech to pull the tip back.  Therefore, the resulting leech 
tension (plus the actual area of the sail) determines, very precisely, the narrow weight range of 
sailor able to sail any of the above single handers in heavier winds. 

This is not the case with the more recently developed, skiff-type, self-depowering rigs.  Here the 
sails are large, elliptical head, fully battened sails that are hung on masts with very flexible tips 
and with bend characteristics that are not uniform but rather have the maximum deflection much 
higher up in the mast to help produce the elliptical shaping at the top.  These rigs open and close 
automatically in response to increased wind loading and de-power downwards from the top.  The 
spars are flexible enough that the Cunningham tension, acting like a bowstring between 
gooseneck and mast tip, is sufficient to bend the mast WITHOUT any mainsheet or vang tension 
and to thus completely free the leech.  The lighter sailor pulls hard on the Cunningham in heavy 
air; the heavier sailor pulls less, and sometimes not at all, if he or she can handle the power of the 
large, less open, roach.  

Finally, cost.  The Byte today is the lowest priced performance single hander in the world with 
builders in the UK, Italy, Canada, Singapore and Brazil and licenses have now been agreed in 
Argentina, Australia and Trinidad.  It is not enough to have an Olympic boat in which one or two 
girls get selected by their MNA to go and do battle in Europe.  Women’s sailing needs a widely 
available, and affordable, boat that address the weight issue and that the less affluent countries 
can use to build a broad female sailing base and, at the same time, have a path to the Olympics.  

 


